
German desk

Today, the Netherlands is still Germany’s most 
important trading partner. The two neighbours 
are important export countries at the centre of 
the EU, with very skilled workers and an excellent 
infrastructure. With the largest European ports for 
overseas and domestic trade, both countries serve 
as a logistical hub for Europe. 

Cross-border business relations are daily practice. 
Nonetheless, and despite the European internal 
market, there are many different legal frameworks 
in both countries that one must know about and 
stick to, to avoid surprises which hamper economic 
success. We can offer support in this. 

Germany and the Netherlands have a long, shared history 
of intensive trade and business relations. As early as the 17th 
Century, logs destined for building ships and houses were 
transported along the Rhine to the Netherlands on massive 
barges. Dutch and German traders sailed out together on 
Dutch merchant ships, leading to a significant increase in trade 
between the two countries.



Why Grant Thornton?

This is what we do! Our well-informed team of experts is located 
near the border in Arnhem, in Düsseldorf and in Viersen, 
and they know the relevant subject matter when it comes to 
auditing, tax and legal advice, and cross-border financing. 
Where necessary, they will liaise with Grant Thornton’s 
international network. This enables us to offer comprehensive 
advice for both sides of the border, based on a shared, single 
source of information. 

Grant Thornton can help with:

Market entry: advice within the context of 
establishing or acquiring a company in the 
neighbouring country (choosing entity type, 
registration, advice about mergers and acquisitions, 
and company financing, for example).  

Meeting the legal requirements regarding financial 
administration, tax and legal matters. 

Outsourcing services, including accounting, 
income and salaries, taxes and social insurance 
contributions. 

Annual audits, advice regarding compliance and 
valuation issues.

Tax advisory services for companies, their 
shareholders, expats, and individuals.

VAT and Customs services.

Services related to Transfer Pricing: structuring, 
protection (APA) and the documentation of 
transfer prices. 
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